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Participatory Action Research 
The module has been designed to support the 
development of participatory action research 
knowledge and skills. Following two full-day 
training sessions, participants are then supported 
on a tutorial basis to undertake an action research 
project relevant to the creative activities 
commissioned by the ‘Cultural Intermediation’ 
project in Balsall Heath (Birmingham) and Ordsall 
(Salford). 
 

We will then reconvene for another full training 
day on research analysis and writing your research 
report. Alongside action research knowledge and 
skills, participants will also study relevant 
professional practices including the commissioning 
process, managing the client-consultant 
relationship, and reflective writing and practice.  
 

To be considered for the award of a 30 credit 
postgraduate Certificate of Professional 
Development (CPD), participants are required to 
complete and submit two separate pieces of 
coursework, including a written research proposal 
(40% of final mark) and a written research report 
with accompanying piece of reflective writing (60% 
of final mark), which reviews the action research 
process and participants’ own learning and 
performance.   
  
 

Learning outcomes for participants 
Upon completion of the CPD module participants 
will: 

 Understand the professional 
commissioning process; 

 Apply reasoned thinking to a research 
problem within a practice-based setting; 

 Design and develop a research project 
that will stand up to critical scrutiny; 

 Demonstrate awareness and appropriate 
application of research methods; 

 Synthesise research findings to formulate 
conclusions and recommendations; 

 Reflectively evaluate own performance 
and learning.   

 
Module delivery and support 
The training course will be delivered according to 
the following approximate timescales

1
 and 

milestones: 
 

: two consecutive full-day training Week 1
sessions covering introduction to 
participatory action research; introduction to 
research methods; the commissioning process; 
and preparing a research proposal. 

                                                           
1 This is based on previous academic delivery of the module as 
part of a full Masters programme and may be subject to change 
to accommodate both the needs of the ‘Cultural Intermediation’ 
project and academic calendar requirements regarding 
assessment.   

: *development of research Weeks 2-12
proposals  

: submission of written research Week 13
proposal to module leader for assessment. 

: *research period Weeks 14-16
: full-day training session on Week 17

analysing your data; reflective writing and 
practice; writing your research report. 

: *research period Weeks 18-25
: submission of final research report Week 26

and reflective piece to module leader for 
assessment. 
*with ongoing tutorial support  

 

Assessment 
The written research proposal will account for 40% 
of the assessment, according to the demonstration 
of rational and reasoned thinking in relation to a 
research problem; clear articulation of research 
aims and objectives; demonstration of awareness 
of appropriate research methods; presentation of  
a coherent, achievable and professional proposal.  

The written research report and reflective piece 
will account for 60% of the assessment, according 
to the effective synthesis of research findings and 
articulation of conclusions and recommendations; 
evaluation of own performance and learning; and 
logical structure and coherent presentation of the 
report.  


